	This was the third annual dinner of the Class of ’56 and there was much to admire as  the participants  assembled in Maidstone, with  Tony Ides legs – there must surely be some health and safety regulations which forbid such a show of indecency, and Stan Honor’s shirt particularly taking the eye 
	Then there was Vic Bennett, always a Walter Mitty type of character – remember his annual claims that he had won the Victor Ludorum three years in a row at the OWA Dinners for example, who informed me that his secret to keeping a full head of hair similarly had a touch of fantasy about it 
	I had agreed to travel with Terry Adams, Bill Hartley and Alan Wilson from Bromley South station 
“Don’t be late and make sure you buy a ticket”, Bill had told the rest of us a few days beforehand 
Terry was the first to arrive and bought a ticket, but only for the outward journey and before he realised he had said ticket in his hand 
“You should have told me before that you wanted a return”, protested the ticket seller, “most people do not want to come back to Bromley, so  I’m a bit surprised that you do!” 
Terry’s error meant that, instead of costing an extra 20p or so, he would now have to pay nearly £13 to get back home – it’s amazing what a Wilson’s education can do for you 
	Alan arrived soon afterward and, lastly, Bill – he wasn’t late; just the last to arrive 
	The journey was uneventful and we arrived in plenty of time to book in at the Travel Lodge before taking a leisurely stroll to the pub rendezvous before making our way to the restaurant 
	So what has become of those freckle faced youngsters who assembled nervously in the playground in Wilson Rd back in September 1956? 
	Some, of course, will be familiar to Old Wilsonians as they have played a great part in the life of the OWA over the years 
	Bob  (Bevan) and Bill (Hartley) have both been Presidents of the Association, Terry (Adams) as well as being the first member of the football club to play 1,000 games,  has also been its President and Rod (Warboys) has been President of the Cricket Club, whilst it is still not known whether or not he has officially retired from playing for us, but what of the rest, all of whom may not be that familiar to you(?) 
	Let’s start with the McDowell contingent – back in those days McDowell always won everything and the winner of the Victor Ludorum invariably came from that House, but it was never Vic (Bennet), although he was a member of McDowell, as were Gerry Bourne, Alan Dyne and Tony Ide 
	McDowell boys always had a feeling of superiority over the rest of us which even manifests itself today, as Vic, Tony and Gerry sat on the top table – surely they could have found room for Alan, too, or did they have a class structure even amongst themselves(?) 
	Stan (Honor) played football for the OWs for a while and maybe Len (Bateman) but I might be wrong about that – tend to be wrong about a lot of things 
	Pete (Wilkinson) is the eldest of us all and was a fine footballer and also accomplished on the cricket pitch,  but never played for the OWs 
	(Stan) Palmer was known as ‘Tiny’ when he was at school and my brother John said that he looked after him when he first went to the school – bit embarrassing really, as I obviously was not performing my big brother function properly 
	Have to confess that I do not remember (Richard) Burger that well during my time in SE5 but he was a regular attendee at Old Boys Dinners whilst (Alan) Wilson is now  a regular member of OWLs  at Hayes 
	Alan  also made an impassioned speech mid meal, reminiscing how lucky we all were to be growing up at a time when there was a lot of excellent music to listen to and fashions to enjoy – you forgot the rationing and the bomb sites, Alan 
	As has already been inferred,  we spent the night at the Maidstone Travel Lodge, apart from ‘The Cat’, that is,  whose Carer came to pick him up after the meal 
	Rumour has it that he is currently on tour with his one man show, which, even by his standards, is a pretty small audience
	After the meal some went back to the Pub, although Gerry, Pete and I returned to the lodge for a quiet chat and drink and, surprise, surprise, they, and Terry Adams, were the only people I saw at breakfast the following morning 
	I had to make an early start as I needed to get to Broadstairs for the 1st Xl’s cricket match against said seaside town. It had been a busy week for me as I had spent Monday to Thursday in Blackpool at the Pensioners’ Parliament, so it was particularly good to see the Class of ’56 on the Friday knowing that they, too, are interested in the Pensioners lot 
	In my haste to catch a train from Maidstone East to Broadstairs, changing at Ashford International, I left a letter in my room – it had been awaiting from me upon my return from the north. I had written to Guy Opperman, the Minister for  works and pensions, asking him why the triple lock, which guarantees that the state pension rises by  at least 2.5%  every year, does not apply to those on Pensions credit 
	Rather than answering it himself he had passed my letter onto the Department of Work and Pensions,  who were able to inform me that the Government had been able to give those involved an increase “by a small amount” – it turned out that this was an over generous “20p for single people and 9p for couples” 
	I have subsequently advised those affected not to spend it all at once and will be eternally grateful to the Travel Lodge for forwarding the letter – I called them on the Sunday morning to confess leaving it behind – and feel that I should send them the postage money, which amounts to five weeks payment for a couple!
	And so ended our third get together and I am sure that everyone will join me in thanking Vic, who organised the event and who instigated it in the first place, who worked so hard getting us together and ensuring that we had such an enjoyable evening,  and I look forward to next year when, hopefully, even more members of ‘The Class of ‘56’ will be able to join us – please get in touch if you wish to do so 
	Alex Forbes claims that the “numbers have doubled since the last catch up” which is a slight exaggeration but then the Forbes family only deal in ‘doubles’, but perhaps we should see this as a challenge and prove him to be, literally, correct 
	
	 

